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SkillsUSA Nationals 2025
North Carolina brought home a Gold and Silver Medal from the National SkillsUSA
conference held in Atlanta in June.  Dylan Smith of West Rowan High School won

in the high school/secondary division. His instructor is Brian Woodie.  Emmalyn
Sides from Rowan Cabarrus Community College won a Silver medal in the post-
secondary division.  Her instructor is Phil Faggart.  This year’s contest featured 30

contestants in the secondary division and 13 contestants in the post-secondary
division from across the country.   In order to compete at the National SkillsUSA
masonry contest, you must first win your state contest.  The National SkillsUSA
masonry contest will be held in Atlanta through June 2030.  Thank you to all the

masonry contractor volunteers that took time away from their companies and
families and traveled to Atlanta to help make this event possible for the students

across the country.  
Pictured L to R Front Row:  Silver - Owen Heimbach, Berks CTE East Campus (PA), Gold - Dylan Smith, West Rowan

High School (NC), Bronze - Dallin Semple, Polytech High School (Del).  Back Row L to R:  College/Postsecondary Silver -
Emmalyn Sides, Rowan Cabarrus Community College (NC), Gold - Samuel Berryman, Thaddeus Stevens College of

Technology (PA), Bronze - Douglas Taylor, Alfred State College School of Applied Technology (NY).
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Congratulations to the following individuals who received their CMP:

William Roberts - Oldcastle APG
Brandon Lucas - Oldcastle APG

O’Connor Leonard - Gates Construction
Will Pennel - Gates Construction

Gustavo Ruiz - Gates Construction
Thomas Johnson - Johnson Concrete Products

Jorge Alfredo Martinez Balderas - Old North State Masonry
Ghassan Bou-Fahreddin - Old North State Masonry

Josue Solis - Old North State Masonry
Oscar Maldonado Barron - Pinnacle Masonry

Gregory Brinkley - Pyramid Masonry
Major Dingle - Pyramid Masonry

Christopher Mayo - RE Harris Mason Contractor
Tanner Phillips - RE Harris Mason Contractor
Carmelo Chavez - RE Harris Mason Contractor

Daniel Furr - Stalite
Jose Ambriz - Whitman Masonry

Andres Albarrah - Whitman Masonry

The following individuals received their CME: 
Allen Butler - AE Butler

Craig Ostrowski - Carolina Masonry Unlimited
Rhett Hallman - McGee Brothers

Connie Rogers - Michael J. Rogers Masonry

Blum Masonry received their Company Certification 
for a Certified Masonry Contractor
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HANDS ON DAY FOR MASONRY
INSTRUCTORS

On July 17, masonry instructors spent a
day gaining continuing education from
representatives from the masonry

industry.  NC SkillsUSA, NCMCA, MCAA,
SCMA, and NCDPI all provided an

opportunity for hands-on
demonstrations.  The instructors were
hosted at McGee Brothers Company’s
Greensboro location.  The event was
hosted by NCMCA.  Over 30 masonry
instructors participated in the event
coordinated by NCMCA’s Ryan Shaver. 



A Message from President, Cliff McGee

CME CLASSES 

NCMCA is offering Modules 9 & 10 on September 17
& 18 at Triangle Brick in Durham, NC.  The cost is
$500 for the two-day classes and includes lunch.  
CME is reserved for company principals, owners,
and upper management and must be approved by

the company owner.  CME is achieved by
successfully completing ten day long classes and

documenting at least five years of experience. CME
candidates must reaffirm their pledge to abide by
the NCMCA “Standards of Conduct.” Please email
Brandy Shaver at brandy.shaver@ncmca.com if you

are interested in signing up. 

It is hard to believe that summer has come and gone. What a busy year it’s been! We made it through all of
the big events from the first half of the year, including but not limited to the NCMCA convention, multiple
regional contests, SkillsUSA in Greensboro, and the Sam McGee Memorial Contest. Thanks to Brandy and
Ryan for their outstanding planning and leadership. I also want to thank those of you that volunteer
behind the scenes. Your hard work is the reason these events ran smoothly and successfully. 

But the year is not over! Don’t forget (as if Ryan would let us…) that Masonry Education Day in Gold Hill
and the NC Labor Department Contest in Raleigh are both coming up in October. As always, any help with
these events is greatly appreciated. Thank you all in advance for your time and effort.

I also want to take a moment and recognize our local chapters. A couple of years ago, the leadership board
made the decision to reorganize and merge some of the chapters. Over the last year, I have had the
privilege of visiting almost every chapter for at least one of their meetings. I have been truly impressed by
the attendance as well as the content at these meetings. The presentations I have attended have not only
been informative but very useful. I know how much work goes into making these meetings successful, and
I want to thank each of you who help make it happen. 

Don’t forget to check out the new certification video that went live last week.  If you have ever considered
sending your employees to certification classes, but weren’t sure if it was worth it, watch this video! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NdpOMk656o

I’d like to close by wishing you all a nice transition into the fall and enjoyable start to the quickly
approaching holiday season. Thank you again for everything you do to make the NCMCA what it is!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NdpOMk656o


CERTIFICATION
TO CERTIFY OR TO NOT CERTIFY?

6
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 Why should you get your employees certified?

Are you interested in bidding certified specs? 
Do you want to appear more professional to contractors? 

In addition to increasing the professionalism of masonry
contractors, the program is also targeted for specification
writers, architects, and owners as a means to pre-qualify

masonry contractor firms for building projects.

NCMCA has proceeded with an ambitious program to market
certification for use in specification documents and as a

means of insuring quality masonry installation performed by
the documented top professionals in the industry. 

NCMCA provides two levels of certification for individuals.
Contractor firm foremen, superintendents, project

managers, and middle management can become “Certified
Masonry Professionals” (CMP) by completing a minimum of

eight daylong classes and documenting five years of
experience in the masonry and/or construction field.

Company principals, owners, and upper management can
become “Certified Masonry Executives” (CME) by
successfully completing ten daylong classes and

documenting at least five years of experience.  We will be
offering Modules 9 & 10 on September 17 & 18 at Triangle

Brick in Durham. 

If you are interested in signing up for a class, please contact
Brandy Shaver at brandy.shaver@ncmca.com. All classes

include lunch and dessert and are held at 73 & Main
Restaurant in Mt. Pleasant. 

For more information, watch this short informative video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NdpOMk656o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NdpOMk656o


NCMCA 
CERTIFICATION

 SERIES 13
Module 1 - December 10, 2025

Occupational Safety Management

Michael Rosser

Bill Parsons

Module 2 - January 7, 2026

The Basics of Masonry Materials: Brick & Block

Dr. Richard Bennett, PhD

Module 3 - February 11, 2026

Mortar, Grout & masonry Testing

Michael Shuller, pe, ftms, fapt

Module 4 - March 11, 2026

Structural Engineering Basics for Masonry Professionals

Jason Thompson, pe

Module 5 - April 8, 2026

Mastering the Details in Masonry Construction

Robert Carmac, aia, leed ap bd+c, csi, cdt 

Module 6 - May 20, 2026

Blueprint Reading and Estimating Basics

Danks Burton, cme

Module 7 - June 17, 2026

Masonry Special Inspection

Christine Subasic, pe

Module 8 -July 22, 2026

Masonry Estimating & Bidding Workshop

Doug Burton, cme
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The 71st Annual Masonry Apprenticeship Contest will be
Monday, October 20 at the NC Fairgrounds in Raleigh.

Calvin Brodie is again chairing the Annual State Fair
Masonry Apprentice Skills Contest.  If you would like to
contribute to this contest, we are seeking donations to

help buy tool prizes and monetary prizes that each
apprentice will receive.

If you would like to donate, please send payments to:
NCMCA PO Box 308, Mt. Pleasant, NC  28124.

Thank you so much for your continued support, 
and if you have any questions,please call Ryan Shaver at

704-791-5240. 

NCMCA State Golf Tournament
Thursday, September 25 at Millcreek Golf Club

The Golf Committee members have been hard at work planning
the annual fall NCMCA Golf Tournament.  The tournament is a

major funding source for the NCMCA Sigmon Memorial
Scholarship awards at NC State University College of Design,
Appalachian State University and East Carolina University.

THIS YEAR’S TOURNAMENT SOLD OUT IN 8 HOURS!!! We look
forward to seeing you then. 

A BIG SHOUT OUT TO OUR SPONSORS!
WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

NC STATE FAIR CONTEST IN OCTOBER
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2025 Golf Tournament Sponsors

Hole Sponsors
Carolina Masonry Unlimited

EZG Manufacturing LLC
Johnson Concrete Products

Manning Masonry
McArt Masonry
Oldcastle, APG

Pinnacle Masonry
Summa General Contractors 

TNT Equipment
Whitman Masonry

Closest to the Pin Sponsor
Capital Stoneworks

Central Piedmont Chapter
Eastern Chapter

Metrolina Chapter

Drink Cart Sponsors
EastWest Products

Lynn Ladder
Maxxon

Putting Contest Sponsor
Mountcastle Insurance

Gold Sponsors
3Gen Masonry Products

Amrize
Brixment

Brodie Contractors
Colony

Crew Tracks
Custom Brick & Supply Co.

EZ Scaffold
Fay Block

Hohmann & Barnard, Inc.
Oldcastle, APG

P & D Architectural Precast
Palmetto Brick
Pine Hall Brick

Roanoke Cement Co.
Southeastern Contracting

Stabila
Tucker Kirby
Wire-Bond

Longest Drive Sponsor
Statesville Brick
TNT Equipment

Hole in One Sponsor
EZG Manufacturing 

PLATINUM Sponsors 

Gold Sponsors 

Platinum Sponsors
Triangle Brick

Johnson Concrete Products
Blum Masonry
General Shale
Alera Group

Meal Sponsors
Quikrete Cement 

SPEC MIX
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NCMCA CONVENTION
MARCH 26 - 29, 2026

Mark your calendar!
Hotel Ballast

Wilmington, NC 

In 2006, The Board of Directors offered member firms the opportunity to support the
Association with a new category of NCMCA membership.  “Leadership” members are firms

that voluntarily pay double the standard membership fee each year.  “Distinguished”
members are firms that voluntarily pay double dues and also maintain membership in the

Masonry Contractors Association of America (MCAA) each year.  For information about how
your company can step up to Leadership or Distinguished NCMCA Membership, contact our

office 704-436-8850.

Please welcome our new and existing Distinguished*/Leadership Members!!

Distinguished  Members

Alera Group
Brodie Contractors*

Carolina Masonry & Concrete*
Carolina Masonry Unlimited, Inc.*

Cherokee Masonry
Custom Brick & Supply Company

Edgar Boettcher Mason Contractor Inc.
Gates Construction*

General Shale*
Griffin Masonry, Inc.*

Huntley Brothers Company*
JB Overman Masonry*
Jollay Masonry, Inc.*

Joyner Masonry Works*

Manning Masonry*
McGee Brothers Company*

Michael J. Rogers Masonry Inc.*
Mountcastle Insurance

Old North Sate Masonry, LLC
Pinnacle Masonry*
Roanoke Cement

Rush Masonry Management*
SPEC Mix*

Stone Creek Masonry Inc.
Taylor Clay Products

Taylor Thompson Masonry Inc.
TNT Equipment Company*

Whitman Masonry*
9
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LAND OF THE SKY CHAPTER NEWS

The Land of Sky Chapter participated in the WORX Project Summer Event. This event was for high school
and middle school students from Buncombe County Schools and Asheville City Schools to teach students
about the trade jobs. Our Chapter volunteered every Thursday in July (once a week) for four weeks. Local

masons Donnie Caldwell and Robbie Davis, alongside volunteers from Adams Oldcastle took turns working
these four days. 

We have scheduled our annual Land of Sky High School Masonry contest for March 13th, 2026. This
contest will be held at the Smoky Mountain Event Center, the same as where the year prior's Sam McGee

contest was held. 

Members from Rogers Masonry and Adams Old Castle participated in the WNC Construction Career Day
back in the spring. This event hosts easily 1,500+ students, and 50+ local contractors of all trades. This booth
has attracted 3/4 of the students for years, and anyone that came by the booth got a chance to lay a brick on

a Hog Trainer.

Central Piedmont Chapter
 Dates to Remember

Monday, October 13 - Top Golf in Greensboro.
Monday, November 10 - Logan’s Roadhouse 

in Greensboro.
Monday, December 8 - Christmas Party at

Logan’s Roadhouse in Greensboro. 

Metrolina Chapter News
Upcoming Meetings & Events

Next Meeting: September 18th at Old Meck Brewery in LOSO. Our speaker will be Derek R. Breedlove, a
Solutions Partner for Vestige, a vehicle tracking and video recording system company. His presentation will
cover how this technology works, its practical applications, and how it could benefit your firm by reducing

exposure and improving your bottom line.

Metrolina Golf Tournament: Tentatively scheduled for October 29th at Emerald Lake Golf Course. 
Details coming soon.

Metrolina Chapter Recognition Night: Tuesday, November 11th.

Event Recap – Top Golf Social
Our Top Golf social was a success! We had nine teams competing in a fun-filled day of food, fellowship, and

friendly competition.
Winners:

First Place: Adams Old Castle – Score: 269
Second Place: Palmetto / Long Leaf – Score: 266

Third Place: Tucker Kirby / EZG – Score: 265

Eastern Chapter 
Dates to Remember

October 3 - 5 Fishing Tournament 
Tuesday, December 2 - Chapter Meeting at

Sunnyside Oyster Bar, Williamston, NC



NCMCA Raleigh Chapter 

We kicked off summer with a social event at Sports Social at Fenton in Cary on Monday June 16th.
Thanks to everyone who came out and to our social sponsors for the event – EastWest Products,

Gregory Poole, & Elite Property Services.

Our August meeting was held on Monday August 6th at Cantina 18 in Raleigh. CMP/CME

certifications were presented to the following individuals/companies:
· Craig Ostrowski – Carolina Masonry Unlimited

· Thomas Johnson – Johnson Concrete 
· Oscar Maldonado Barron - Pinnacle Masonry

· Jose Ambriz – Whitman Masonry
· Adres Albarrah – Whitman Masonry

Thanks to Ed Hornbeck with Hilti for his informative presentation on epoxies and adhesives related to
masonry. Thanks to our associate member sponsors for the evening – Tucker Kirby, Summit

Materials, & Hilti.

Our next chapter meeting will be our fall social, hosted by Custom Brick & Supply at Milburnie Fish
club on October 6th.

The Raleigh Chapter will be hosting the 71st Annual State Fair Masonry Contest on October 20th.
Please come out to support our industries next generation!

Murdell 26 Golf Tournament – Mark your calendars! January 16-18. Email Doug Burton if you dare.
doug@whitmanmasonry.com

 
We are saddened to share the passing of longtime Raleigh Chapter associate member Herb Jeffreys

of Johnson Concrete, who passed away on Thursday, August 28th.
Herb was a friend to all – a dedicated supporter of our chapter and a true advocate for our industry.
His many years of service, warm personality, and steadfast commitment will be deeply missed by all

who had the pleasure of knowing him.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Herb’s family and the Johnson Concrete family during this difficult

time.

The MCAA held their 75  Annual
Mid-Year meeting in Michigan on

Mackinac Island.  The NCMCA
delegation was strong!  Everyone

had a great week going back in time
and taking horse drawn carriage
rides to their destinations in the

quaint little town.  

th
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Eastern Randolph High School 
“Wildcat Masonry Program”

By David Albright

 My program is geared and focused on allowing my students to see and understand how the construction industry works
and centralizing on the true integrity of Masonry. The students here at Eastern first learn and understand the importance of

masonry and how much it affects their everyday lives from the house they live in, to the school and buildings they walk
through every day. I myself graduated from Eastern Randolph in 2003 and learned masonry in my very same shop with

my favorite instructor, Mr. Darrell Carmac. I started my Masonry Career with McGee Brothers and went from there to work
with other masonry contractors and for myself for several years. But the most important thing here are my “Wildcat”

Masonry Students. My students and I have done a few community projects and mostly built and upgraded areas on our
campus here at school. We always practice our projects in our shop before we build them so the students can get

confident in their abilities so when “it's time for the rubber to meet the road” if you know what I mean, they understand the
process from the first spread of a bed joint to the crisp tooling of joints on a rowlock. My students have built our “Lady

Cats” softball field brick backstop and dugouts. We also pulled up the old worn-out fence work on the baseball field and re-
designed our backstop with a beautiful Monticello Modular brick donated by McGee Brothers. We dug and poured new
footers, and the students learned the great importance of having a good solid, level, and workable concrete footer with

nominal step-ups to lay brick on. From teaching them how to use the Laser transit, plumbing/setting corner poles, to
marking off our scale 6, the students tying a line block reminded me how I've enjoyed showing a young’un how to tie their
shoes for the first time. Boy was that fun, and of course they were over thinking it again. The baseball field's beautiful brick

back stop has been done for a while and has lots of good memories of willing hands on it. We have demoed our old
wooded FFA organic vegetable planter with split faced blocks donated by Old Castle. A regular 8” CMU didn't seem so

heavy after the students got to man handle some good Ol’ Split Face blocks. Our latest build around the campus was the
taking up some good Ol’ “Sanford and Son” rusted fence work at the Football field and we replaced it with brick columns

and fence rails. The students learned really quick that columns can grow a belly on them before you know it. They
definitely learned the importance of a good tight line and the plumb bubble was their best friend. McGee Brothers saved
the day again and helped us out with some good smooth red common brick to match the masonry work around the gym
and stadium. We capped off our columns with a “Sleepy Hollow” Solid 3" Portland Cement and Terrazzo Cap. Schneider
Stone out of Asheboro, NC stepped up and donated the caps for the columns. The students cut and polished these caps
themselves using hand grinders and diamond polish pads. Boy, I have some tough students for sure. My students have

surely learned that hands on in the shop, trying hard at competitions, and building things around campus is definitely
“where it's at” these days when it comes to them getting the full experience next to walking on the jobsite for the first day
on a masonry job. I can truly say…I love my job, I love my students, and I love what God has blessed me with each and

every day. Each day with them is an adventure for sure, but the positive environment we create for them is what they need
and love. The daily smiles and the “I appreciate you Albright” keeps me so happy with the passion to teach. I'm proud to

say …”I’m a Wildcat”!
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September 17 - 18, 2025 - Modules 9 & 10 CME Classes, Durham, NC
September 25, 2025 - NCMCA Annual Golf Tournament, 

Mill Creek Golf Club, Mebane, NC 
October 2, 2025 - 9  Annual Masonry Education Dayth

and SPECMIX Bricklayer 500 Qualifier, Ben Ketchie Park, Gold Hill, NC
October 3 - 5, 2025 - Eastern Chapter Fishing Tournament, Hatteras, NC

October 6, 2025 - Raleigh Chapter Fall Social at Milburnie Fish Club
October 13, 2025 - Central Piedmont Chapter Top Golf, Greensboro

October 20, 2025 - 71  Annual State Fair Apprentice Contest, Raleigh, NCst

October 29, 2025 - Metrolina Chapter Golf Tournament, 
Emerald Lake Golf Course, Charlotte, NC

October 30, 2025 - Annual In-Person Board Meeting
Triangle Brick, Durham, NC

November 11, 2025 - NCMCA/Metrolina Chapter Recognition Night
The Farmstead, Mt. Pleasant, NC

December 10, 2025 - Module 1 Certification Series 13
January 7, 2026 - Module 2 Certification Series 13

January 16-18, 2026 - Raleigh Chapter Murdell Golf Trip
January 20-22, 2026 - World of Concrete, Las Vegas, NV

February 11, 2026 - Module 3 Certification Series 13
March 11, 2026 - Module 4 Certification Series 13

March 13, 2026 - Land of the Sky High School Masonry Contest, Smokey
Mountain Event Center, Waynesville, NC

March 26 - 28, 2026 - NCMCA Annual Convention, Wilmington, NC
April 15 - 17, 2026 - SkillsUSA Contest, Greensboro, NC

Remember to check the calendar on the NCMCA
website for the latest dates, times, and locations

for all events!

Dates to Remember
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